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Introduction

The Northwest Culture Observatory is a strategic research and intelligence network

· Our remit is to champion evidence, share insight and build capacity

· We work with key partners to identify, coordinate and develop culture sector intelligence to inform policy development and deliver improvement in the region

· We are part of Culture Northwest

Culture Observatory Gateway (COG) 
The Northwest Culture Observatory Gateway (COG) is our online resource providing easy access to cross sector and region wide cultural sector intelligence. COG is the public face of the Northwest Culture Observatory. 

· The focus is on cultural research and data that matches the strategic priorities of the North West region and develops and promotes best practice ensuring consistency
· COG is relevant to the research and information community, to those leading policy development in the region and to anyone interested in finding out about the value and impact of culture in the region 
· Currently in development, COG will be launched in Spring 07

Become a COG Data Partner

Cultural research and data can be uploaded to COG now whilst it is in development for visibility upon launch. By submitting data to COG you can increase the online visibility of your research, publication, project or organisation and share your work with cultural and academic professionals. 

To find out more go to www.northwestcultureobservatory.co.uk/upload

Culture Observatory Intelligence Network (COIN)

COIN is a free to join virtual network for individuals and organisations engaged in cultural sector research in the North West. 
· The network supports and promotes best practice in cultural sector research, and works through a programme of events, e-bulletins and briefings

To join COIN or to find out more email culture.observatory@nwda.co.uk

Research Priorities
5 themes have been prioritised for 2006-2009. Selected with our partners, these are key areas for regional development: 

1. World Class 

2. Public Value 

3. Identity 

4. Wellbeing 

5. Children and Young People 

The Northwest Culture Observatory will deliver strategic research projects, events and publications against these themes, and our work is both cross sector and region wide. 
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