Research Centre for Marine Sciences and Climate Change

Minutes of steering group meeting 10th December 2007

Present: Ric Williams (Chair), Richard Burrows (Engineering), George Wolff (DEOS), Andy Plater (Geography & SWIMMER), Terry Hedges (Engineering & SWIMMER), Steve Holloway (Dean of Science Faculty), Kevin Horsburgh (POL), orsburghHIan Bamber (DEOS), Roger Proctor (POL) and Peter Thorne (POL)
Apologies: Chris Frid (SOBS), Miguel Angel Morales (POL), Dave Prior (HoD, DEOS), Jonathan Sharples (POL) and Andrew Willmott (Director, POL)
1. Web Site
Ric Williams reported that the web site for the Research centre was now live at http://www.liv.ac.uk/climate/index.html 
Additional material and images for the research themes are welcomed. Please email Ric with the copy and images to be included.
2. Liverpool Symposium 8th/9th January 2008
Ric Williams outlined the proposed timetable (see Appendix 1 below). Discussion followed on whom to invite and it was agreed to contact some of the NERC theme leaders and make a formal invitation to attend. There will be a poster session and colleagues are asked to circulate this information amongst their local postgraduate community. It was agreed that additional contacts within Mathematical Sciences would be advantageous.
3. Future Workshops
Discussion about internal workshops to run up until July 2008. The rationale is either (i) support interesting 'blue skies' ideas that may form the basis of new collaborative grant bids and/or (ii) ideas that could eventually exploit the new funding opportunities arising from the new NERC funding model (FAB), where more funds will become available for strategic work that involves joint Institute and University collaborative bids. 
Action: all to consider ideas and discuss at the next steering meeting. Need champions to lead the workshops.
4. Additional use of funds
Discussion followed on the best ways to utilise the remaining funds for the centre for the current financial year. Two workshops are planned but ideas for additional workshops are welcomed. It was thought that producing a glossy publication to publicise the work of the centre would be a good idea.
Action: Ric Williams to contact Corporate Communications for advice and costings.
5. Fellowship Ideas
Discussion about how to attract more Research Fellows to the University and/or POL on climate and marine topics. Proposed exploring whether there could be a joint POL/University fixed-term fellowship, which is advertised and is competitive. Idea would be to use this fellowship as a way of attracting those applicants also putting in fellowship bids to NERC and the Royal Society. Given that the fellowship could be on a wide range of topics, propose it is better to be a Faculty link to POL, rather than a Departmental link. In addition a Faculty link would offer the advantage of attracting more inter-disciplinary fellows. 
Action: Steve to discuss with John Saunders and Roger, Kevin or Pete to discuss with Andrew Willmott about whether a joint fellowship might be financially possible.
6. Update on NERC funding model
Roger Proctor outlined the changes to the funding model for NERC institutes. The key factor for the research centre is that there will be more scope for collaborative bids for funding. First calls from specified themes (to be published shortly) will be made in late 2008 for commencement in early 2009.
7. AOB
George Wolff asked for potential project supervisor nominations from staff in POL for the MRes in Marine Sciences.

8. Date of next meeting
Friday 18th January 2008 at 2:00 PM in the Doodson Room, POL.
Appendix 1

Liverpool Marine Science Symposium Series Provisional timetable (some talks might vary):

Tuesday 8/01/2008

13.50 
Steve Holloway (Dean of Science) - Open the meeting

Session Chair 13:50 to 15:30 Ric Williams (DEOS)

14:00
 Phil Goodwin - Climate forcing from carbon emissions 
14:30
Phil Woodworth (POL) - Sea level change

15:00
Miguel Morales Maqueda (POL) - Volcanic forcing 
15:30
Tea Break

Session Chair 16:00 to 17:00 Miguel Morales Maqueda (POL)

16:00
Ric Williams (DEOS) - Ocean heat content change

16:30
Chris Hughes (POL) - Ocean conveyer belt: is it changing or not?

17:00 to 18:30 - Wine reception

Wednesday  9/01/2008

Session Chair 9:00 to 10:30 Andy Plater (Geography/SWIMMER)

9:00
Matthew Bayliss (Vets) - Animal Health and climate change

9:30
Pushpam Kumar (Geography) - Economics of Climate Change: What is needed for Local Action                                                                                      

10:00
Peter Winstanley (Biomedicine) - Human health and climate change

10:30
Tea Break

Session Chair 11:00 to 12:30 Jonathan Sharples (POL)   

11:00
Svetlana Jevrejeva (POL) - Climate change and number of Atlantic cyclones

11:30
Judith Wolf (POL) - Climate change effects on waves in UK waters

12:00
Terry Hedges (Engineering) - Climate change and coastal defence 

12:30
Lunch + Poster Session (from 13.00)

Session Chair 14:00 to 16:00 George Wolff (DEOS)   

14:00 
Heidrun Feuchtmayr (SOBS) - Europe's largest climate change experiment on freshwater systems - outcomes and implications

14:30
Jason Holt (POL) - Modelling carbon fluxes and budgets of the NW European shelf

15:00
Anna Hickman and Claire Mahaffey (POL, DEOS) - Marine ecosystem changes: time-series studies in the tropical open ocean and shelf sea environment

15:30
Chris Frid (SOBS) - Understanding seabed ecology: climate, fisheries and food

16:00
Tea Break

16:30
Close of meeting


