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This track solicits papers that explore the different physical dimensions and 
design parameters of urban space related to place making, quality of urban life, 
and the management of cities through physical form and design. More 
specifically, we call for papers on the following topics: 

 

 Place making, Place Identity, Liveability and quality of urban space. 
These virtues of urban space have across time and culture been key 
objectives underlying efforts of urban planners and designers. Today in the 
framework of cultural globalisation, multi-ethnic and multi-cultural societies, 
and the lifestyle isolation of the individual in informational societies, these 
objectives face great new challenges. 

 

 Managing cities by means of urban design and physical form.  
Under the conditions of economic globalisation and intercity competition, 
physical planning and urban design appear to have undertaken a new role 
as generators and catalysts of urban economies – especially those of urban 
tourism and cultural industries. Innovative planning and design schemes are 
consciously promoted and used by both state and private interventions as a 
means of managing cities and enhancing their development potential. In 
this context, papers on the links between urban design and real estate 
development are particularly welcomed. 
 

 Learning from the past.  
Given that the central theme of the congress ‘Why can’t the future be more 
like the past?’ reflects both the celebration of a century of planning 
education and the new challenges which planning and urban design face 
today, track 9 also welcomes historical papers that provide critical links 
between virtues of the past urban forms and contemporary search for 
producing quality urban environments through urban design and physical 
planning. 

 
All papers should be grounded in appropriate literature and theory as well as in 
research in the above fields. In-depth evaluations of physical planning and urban 
design projects and their outcomes are also welcome. 


